CHAPTER XXII
TABOOED THINGS
IN the opinion of the savage certain things as well as certain
persons are subject to the mysterious influence of taboo, and
according to circumstances their use may be forbidden or
enjoined. Among such objects of ambiguous potency in the
thinking of primitive man is iron. To the examples which I
have elsewhere given of the superstitions that cluster round
iron in the mind of primitive man I may here add a few more.1
Thus the Wajagga of Mount Kilimanjaro in East Africa think
that the magical power which resides in iron is inimical to life
and to peace. Hence when two men are forming a covenant
of blood brotherhood, if both intend to be faithful to the
compact they are very careful to have no scrap of iron about
their persons, for the smallest morsel of the metal would
render the covenant invalid. But if one of the parties is
treacherous, and seeks for a loop-hole by which to escape from
his obligation, he will secrete a small piece of iron about his
person, if it be only a needle in his hair, to give him an ex-
cuse for renouncing the covenant. Some neighbours of the
Wajagga suspect that tribe of often practising this treachery,
and are therefore very distrustful of them in any dealings they
may have with the tribe.2 In Kitui, a district of Kenya, the
natives will not use iron in the fields, for they think that this
would drive away the rain. Mr. Dundas, who reports this
custom and belief, adds, " probably the same reason underlies
the objection to the railway. I talked to an old man on the
1 See Taboo and the Perils of the    in  Zeitschrift fur Ethnologie,
Soul, pp. 224 sqq.                                   (1912) p. 93.
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